[Haemorrhagic septicaemia in a pig caused by extraintestinal pathogenic Escherichia coli (ExPEC) as a differential diagnosis in classical swine fever--case report and review of the literature].
Domestic pig herds in some regions of Germany are permanently threatened by Classical Swine Fever. In the case of suspicion, a series of infectious and non infectious causes has to be excluded. The present paper describes a case of Escherichia coli septicaemia, with clinical and pathological symptoms that could not be differentiated from European or African Swine Fever. The E. coli strain could not be classified by standard serotyping. Virulence factors common for ETEC (enterotoxic E. coli) or EDEC (edema-disease E. coli) were not detected. Instead, we found P-fimbriae and aerobactin, thus characterising this strain as an extraintestinal pathogenic strain. Such strains have sporadicly been reported as the cause of septicaemia in piglets or weaners, but the present case is the first report of an E. coli-associated septicaemia in an adult pig. This case shows that extraintestinal pathogenic E. coli can be the cause of severe septicaemia and haemorrhagia. They thus have to be considered as a further differential diagnosis in swine fever.